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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 14, 2023
 
VARIETY TO HONOR DIEGO LUNA WITH THE INAUGURAL VARIETY VIRTUOSO AWARD AT THE 4OTH ANNUAL MIAMI FILM FESTIVAL

Miami, FL (February 14, 2023) – Variety will honor Andor actor Diego Luna with the first Variety Virtuoso Award at the Miami Film Festival, which will take place from March 3-12, 2023. The award presentation will take place on Saturday, March 4, to celebrate Luna’s excellence in acting, directing and producing over the years.  

“Emerging as a major force in Latin American cinema back at the dawn of our current century, Diego Luna has consistently proven the promise of his breakthrough role in Alfonso Cuaron's acclaimed film ‘Y Tu Mama Tambien’ not only with awards-nominated work as an actor but also a growing reputation as a director of the first order,” said Steve Gaydos, Variety EVP of Global Content and Executive Editor. “Currently starring in the hit ‘Star Wars’ prequel series” Andor,” Luna's leading man credentials are vividly on display.”  

“We couldn’t be prouder to honor Diego Luna at the 40th edition of Miami Film Festival. How many people can say they’ve worked with directors such as Alfonso Cuarón, Steven Spielberg, and Gus Van Sant, while also becoming an integral part of one of the biggest franchises of all time?” said Miam Film Festival Director of Programming Lauren Cohen. “Not only is Diego a global superstar, but he’s absolutely beloved by the Mexican, Latin American, and Miami community, with good reason. We’re so excited to be partnering with Variety to honor the enormous talent and the indelible career of Diego Luna.” 

The film festival will open with “Somewhere in Queens,” directed by comedian and actor Ray Romano, who will attend. Director Benjamin Millepied and actress Melissa Barrera will attend the Centerpiece screening of CARMEN. Judy Blume and directors Davina Pardo and Leah Wolchok will attend the documentary screening of JUDY BLUME FOREVER. The festival will close with The Lost King, directed by Stephen Frears on Saturday, March 11. Featuring a dozen World Premieres, three North American Premieres, eight US Premieres, and 14 East Coast Premieres, the 2023 Festival will celebrate more than 140 feature narratives, documentaries, and short films of all genres, from over 30 countries worldwide. The complete program is available at www.miamifilmfestival.com.

About Miami Dade College’s Miami Film Festival
Celebrating cinema in two annual events, Miami Film Festival (40th annual edition March 3-12, 2023) and Miami Film Festival GEMS (November 2023), Miami Dade College’s Miami Film Festival is considered the preeminent film festival for showcasing Ibero-American cinema in the U.S., and a major launch pad for all international and documentary cinema. The annual Festival welcomes more than 45,000 audience members and more than 400 filmmakers, producers, talent and industry professionals. It is the only major festival housed within a college or university. In the last five years, the Festival has screened films from more than 60 countries, including 300 World, International, North American, U.S. and East Coast Premieres. Major sponsors of Miami Film Festival GEMS include Knight Foundation, Telemundo, American Airlines, Estrella Damm, Telemundo, NBC6 and Miami-Dade County. The Festival also offers unparalleled educational opportunities to film students and the community at large. For more information, visit miamifilmfestival.com or call 305-237-FILM (3456).
 
About the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
Knight Foundation is a national foundation with strong local roots. We invest in journalism, in the arts, and in the success of cities where brothers John S. and James L. Knight once published newspapers. Our goal is to foster informed and engaged communities, which we believe are essential for a healthy democracy. For more, visit KF.org.
 
About Silverspot Cinema
Silverspot Cinema is a privately held, customer-centric company with sophisticated cinemas offering a unique event venue with an enhanced entertainment experience in a boutique environment. Each theater offers premium dine-in service with signature cocktails and delectable bites at its sleek bar and lounge or convenient in-theater service. Based in Miami, Silverspot has six locations nationwide. For more information, visit www.silverspot.net.
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Miami Film Festival Media Relations Contacts:
 
NEW YORK / LOS ANGELES / TRADE:
Steven Wilson, Scenario Communications | (310) 497-4951 | steven.wilson@scenariopr.com
Kylie Elliot, Scenario Communications | (818) 224-0839 | kylie.elliot@scenariopr.com

MIAMI:
Rachel Pinzur, Pinzur Communications | (305) 725-2875 | Rachel@PinzurPR.com
Andrea Salazar, Pinzur Communications | (954) 756-0652 | andrea@PinzurPR.com 

 
MDC Media Contacts: 
Irene G. Muñoz, MDC Interim Director of Communications | 305-237-3030 | imunoz@mdc.edu
Sue Arrowsmith, MDC Director of Media Relations | 305-237-3710 |sue.arrowsmith@mdc.edu
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